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“He (God) guides and directs His people, affording them, in answer to prayer, the light of His Holy 

Spirit.”          John Newton 

 

We have been considering the meaning, helpfulness and process of planning ahead.  It always helps to 

know where we are going.  For some of us that means planning down to the last detail and for others 

leaving a large part open-ended.  Our personality preferences are different and we are going to talk 

about that next week, but we need to start with the basics.  Last week we thought about how helpful 

having God’s plumb line (what to measure our orientation by) and a compass (the guide – His Word and 

the Holy Spirit to help us get oriented so that whatever we plan aligns with his greater will for us. 

So, the beginning of a new year, a new chapter, a new hope is a great time to stop, look up, and get our 

bearings.  We need to begin to pray for His direction in those areas that the Holy Spirit has been opening 

up to us as part of that will.  The following are “Ten Things on Thinking Ahead in the New Year,” from a 

blog by Ed Stetzer.  He invites is to ask these questions prayerfully in the presence of God. 

1. What’s one thing you could do this year to increase your enjoyment of God? 

2. What’s the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do this year? 

3. What’s the single most important thing you could do to improve the quality of your family life 

this year? 

4. In which spiritual discipline do you most want to make progress this year, and what will you do 

about it? 

5. What is the single biggest time-waster in your life, and what will you do about it this year? 

6. For whose salvation will you pray most fervently this year? 

7. What is the most helpful way you could strengthen your church? 

8. What’s the most important way you will, by God’s grace, try to make this year different from last 

year? 

9. What one thing could you do to improve your prayer life this year? 

10. What single thing that you plan to do this year will matter most in ten years?  In eternity? 

Usually, whether we plan meticulously or minimally, we start with cracking open our planner or 

calendar and begin to insert things, trips, trainings, birthdays, anniversaries, yearly work goals and 

strategies to get to where we want to go.  All that planning will be important.   I also think that we 

should select one or two questions from this list and let that be the first place to start developing 

our goals. We should pray about them with God so that he can guide us with the answer to our 

prayer for his help. 

Somehow if we take time to do this, I think all the other things we put in our planner will fall into 

place and put in a better order. We still have time.  Let’s try it and see what this year brings. 


