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When have you had the experience of needing to orient or reorient yourself? 

 First thing in the morning?  After discovering you are lost?  When you get back to work after a long 

vacation?  When you start something new?  Cooking in someone else’s kitchen?  When you borrow or 

buy a new tool/program/laptop/furniture that needs to be assembled.  What would likely happen if we 

couldn’t orient ourselves to the situation or task? 

The most fundamental task of planning ahead is to know where you are starting from.  Planning 

assumes there is a beginning and we might say that the beginning we choose plays the most significant 

role in determining where our thoughtful planning will go.  God has provided both a plumb line (what to 

measure our orientation by) and a compass (the guide – His Word and the Holy Spirit) to help us get 

oriented at the beginning of anything and more specifically each day. 

“Christian, if you would know the path of duty, take God for your compass; if you would steer your ship 

through the dark bellows, put the tiller into the hand of the Almighty.  Many a rock might be escaped, if 

we would let our Father take the helm; many a shoal or quicksand we might well avoid, if we would 

leave to His sovereign will to choose and to command.  “I will instruct you and teach you in the way 

which you should go,” is God’s promise to His people.  Let us, then, take all our perplexities to Him, and 

say, “Lord, what will you have me do?”  Leave not they chamber this morning without enquiring of the 

Lord.”          Charles Spurgeon 

Spurgeon’s words would encourage us to not leave our bed each morning until we have asked the Lord 

what He would have us do.  We do not know what rocks, quicksand, dilemmas or joys we will be 

celebrating in any given day so why would we get up without checking in on the plan, the plumb line and 

a compass. 

There is a sport that I am intrigued by – it is called “Orienteering.”  It can be done by young and old, 

those with no major skills or highly skilled.  You receive a map, compass and work your way through a 

number of checkpoints to finish the challenge.  You need to learn to trust all kinds of things – the map, 

the terrain, the compass, your brain, and the collective wisdom and knowledge of your orienteering 

group.  Sounds a lot like the work of an effective disciple and their community of faith. 

We are going to be talking about planning ahead this month and the best way to start is to get ourselves 

oriented always to what truly guides us every day, today and tomorrow if we take the time to orient our 

mind, heart, will to God. 

Chuck Swindoll shares this story. “Tex had a saying I’ll never forget.  He was always washed up when it 

was time for the final whistle at the machinist shop.  When you work in a machine shop, a whistle blows 

at the beginning of your shift, then you punch in at the clock, and then there’s another whistle for lunch, 

and then the day stops with a whistle and you punch out.  Tex was always washed up, ready to go.  And 

you know, he was every employer’s nightmare, ready to leave before time was up.  One day I said, “Tex, 

how do you do it?  I’ll never forget what he said:  Let me tell you something, Sonny.  I just stay ready to 

keep from gittin’ ready.”         Chuck 
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