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“To go beyond - to surpass - to be better than – to be unusually good,” says Webster’s New World 
Dictionary when it refers to excellence. 

 “In his book Lyrics, Oscar Hammerstein tells of the time he saw a picture of the top of the head of the 
Statue of Liberty, taken from a helicopter.  He was amazed at the detail and painstaking work that was 
done on the lady’s coiffure.  Hammerstein reflected that the sculptor could not have imagined, even in 
his wildest dreams, that one day there would be a device that could look on top of the head of his 
creation.  Yet he gave as much care to that part of the statue as he did to the face, arms, and legs.  He 
wrote, “When you are creating a work of art, or any other kind of work, finish the job off perfectly.  You 
never know when a helicopter, or some other instrument not at the moment invented, may come along 
and find you out.”       Ben Patterson, The Grand Essentials 

I am sure that the sculptor of the Statue of Liberty could not have produced what Hammerstein saw that 
day if he had looked at the first sculpting works of this artist.  On the other hand, if this sculptor had not 
keep trying and honing his craft and began producing statues that were more excellent than the last, he 
would never have been selected to produce this marvel so many have seen from below and above. 

If you have ever struggled in a subject in school and managed to pull a C or D (average or below average) 
to finally receive an A for (excellence), we can appreciate the effort, focus, grit, time and determination 
that was required to achieve that A. 

If someone who had been paralyzed and unable to walk managed through effort, great therapy help, 
hours and hours of practice, built up their muscles, rewired their brain and managed to walk in front of 
us we would not say well – good effort – we would shout loudly – EXCELLENT! 

“God has given us everything we need for living a Godly life.  We have received all of this by coming to 
know Him, the one who called us to Himself by means of His marvelous glory and excellence 
(goodness).”… “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; and to godliness; mutual affection, love.  For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  2 Peter 1:3  

 I think it is the make every effort that should help us keep working toward excellence in these 
characteristics because we certainly can see when we are not living them out very well.. 

“Whoever I am, or whatever I am doing, some kind of excellence is within my reach.” said, John W. 
Gardner 

We are called to aspire to excellence – to show ourselves approved and it requires a commitment to 
make an effort to reach the “some kind of excellence” potential that is within our reach every day. 


