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Last week we talked about how we respond to many of the scary and unpredictable events that have 

been happening where lives are taken and we are left trying to come to some sense that would help us 

understand and prevent as much as possible the taking of life and the tragedy left in its wake.  In 

addition, we ask what should my response be? 

We considered how important it is to cope with fear by exercising faith, reminding ourselves that God is 

in control and to respond by doing whatever we can from where we are and with the resources that we 

have. 

I couldn’t help but notice that in each situation that we have recently learned about, Baton Rouge, 

Dallas, Nice, France, etc. that while so many were fleeing for their lives in one direction there were 

others who were running toward the problem/shooting/carnage.  I think it is easy to say why many – 

including all of us would be running away – to preserve our lives or the lives of those with us.  Those 

who were running to the horror were also about saving lives and preventing more loss.  I think of the 

police officers, firefighters, emergency personnel and even Good Samaritans that regularly risk their 

own lives to defend and protect others.  What makes it possible for them to do so?  Here are some 

thoughts I have: 

 They made a decision to follow a path of service to others. 

 They believe that what they are doing (should be doing) is very valuable, necessary and critical. 

 They have sworn to do what is required and are prepared and alert to do so. 

 They have prepared themselves to accomplish what they have been trained to do and they keep 

themselves prepared because they do not always know when their particular skill will be 

required. 

When I think about it in this way it makes me also aware that in many ways this is the life of a maturing 

Christian.  As we have accepted salvation and the Lordship of Jesus Christ we are aware that God has 

work for us to do. 

 We have made a decision to follow a path of service to God and others 

 We believe that the work of loving God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength and our 

neighbor as our self is necessary and critical. 

 We have made a commitment to do what is required to share the reason and hope that is within 

us and to be ready to give a defense of the Truth. 

 We are instructed in God’s Word to prepare ourselves by studying, submitting to His Will and 

recognizing God’s presence and power in our lives – to give witness to others and to minister to 

the needs of the poor, widows, orphans, the disheartened, those who are grieving, those who 

have lost hope and on and on. 



This has made me ask myself some hard questions.  Do I seek God’s wisdom about responding quickly 

when what I can offer a situation would be helpful?  Am I preparing and staying ready to give a defense.  

Philippians 2:4 reminds us, “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.” And 1 Peter 3:15-16a tells us what He has asked us to do.  “But in your hearts set apart Christ as 

Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope 

that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience.”   

As Campbell Morgan wrote in the Choice Gleanings Calendar, “We can go anytime of the day or night 

and obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  His mercy covers the things we should not have 

done, and His grace empowers us to do what we should do but do not have the power to do.  Through 

Him we may receive mercy and find grace to help in the nick of time – grace just when and where we 

need it.” 

This is the power we can depend on when God nudges us to get involved – to run toward the challenge, 

the pain or need of others.  What will we do? 

 


