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 “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the 

way; walk in it.  Isaiah 30:21 

How we chose to plan – a day, a week, a month, year, a vacation, our work, or a party can reveal a lot 

about how we like to live our outer life - the behaviors others tend to see? Do you prefer a more 

structured and decided lifestyle or a more flexible and adaptable lifestyle?   When it comes to dealing 

with the outer world, people who tend to focus on and use a preference that urges them to like things 

to be decided. There are also those of us who tend to focus on taking in information and prefer to leave 

things fluid because staying open to a final decision allows time to get more information. We all have 

ways that we prefer to do things, ways that are more comfortable for us.  When we are asked to do 

something in a way that is opposite of what we prefer, it does not feel very comfortable.  

One person may feel very orderly/structured on the inside, yet their outer life looks spontaneous and 

adaptable. Another person may feel very curious and open-ended in their inner world, yet their outer 

life looks more structured or decided.  

Either preference can be organized and committed to planning ahead.   Some people complete their 

tasks/plans in a checklist or linear fashion and others goal path looks like a squiggly line because of the 

flexible way they encounter things they want to do and are able to be pulled away from that intention 

by something else that needs to be done.  Both people may achieve quality of their outcome but they 

sure have taken different paths to get there.  And we can be quite suspicious of those that take a 

different approach because we can’t imagine doing it that way ourselves.  One way feels too rigid and 

the other loose and unpredictable. 

The strength of living and deciding in a more flexible way is the urge to keep on looking for new 

information and new opportunities. This person may have a plan but does not have a fixed plan and 

when something new comes up, they easily change directions. They can be quite innovative and can 

seize the moment. We need these kinds of planners. 

The strength of the opposite preference is in having a well thought out plan and sticking to it. It is more 

of a bulldozer approach, but it gets the job done. They don't get sidetracked by other issues. They just 

keep moving!  They have a plan and stick to the plan. 

However you prefer to plan remember that these ways can give you strengths to get done what is most 

important to you, what you value.  And we can be reassured that the Lord, “knows the plans he has for 

us, plans to prosper and not harm us, plans to give us a hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 and we can 

also appreciate these words of wisdom from Oswald Chambers, “God never guides us at some time in 

the future, but always here and now.  Realize that the Lord is here now, and the freedom you receive is 

immediate.”  He wants to be in the careful entries of your daily planner and in the spontaneous, 

unplanned choices that are unexpected and yet a blessing we could not have made happen through our 

own actions. We can rejoice in the freedom he gives us to live, even in our preferences.          

 


