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“Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the 

tablet of your heart.  So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.”  Prov. 3:3-4 

I don’t know about you but it has always been a challenge for me to understand what “success” means 

and to determine how to evaluate success.  “Success in the sight of who?  I ask.”  My world in North 

America? My vocation and profession? My faith? The health or quality of my relationships with friends 

and family?  And not only for who, but what does success look like? 

 Is success based on achievement, fame, power, wealth?   

 How will we know if we have achieved success?  By having a sense of peace, a sense of security, 

enough wealth so that we can be open to opportunities and take a few risks?  

 When do we measure success?  Today? Tomorrow? At the end of our life?  

Albert Schweitzer said, “Success is not the key to happiness.  Happiness is the key to success.  If you love 

what you are doing, you will be successful.”  Makes sense to me.  If what I am working so hard toward 

does not make me happy I should consider why or why not.  So, is being happy the only measure?  

If we consider the words from Proverbs 3:3-4.  It says that success and favor is the work of 

demonstrating steadfast love and faithfulness in such a way that it is our consistent way of being.  It is 

evident in our outward behavior (bind them around your neck) and in our internal life (write them on 

the tablet of your heart.)  And I find it interesting that how we accomplish this is “other” directed.  This 

scripture tells us that when we behave in this way we will find favor and good success in the sight of God 

and man.  When I think of the type of success that I would like to experience I know that I would not be 

satisfied finding favor and success with the world and not please God.   

Take a little time to reflect on your perspective of success and how is it informing your decisions and 

behaviors.  Following are some reflections in poetic form by Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Do any of these 

count in your success ledger? 

 How do you measure success? 

To laugh often and much; 

To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; 

To earn the appreciation of honest critics 

And endure the betrayal of false friends; 

To appreciate beauty; 

To find the best in others; 

To leave the world a bit better 

Whether by a healthy child, 

A redeemed social condition, 



Or a job well done; 

To know even one other life has breathed 

Because you lived – 

This is to have succeeded.”   

Ralph Waldo Emerson 


